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Department of Religion, Faculty of Arts, University of Manitoba 

 

Zionism: Religious Perspectives  RLGN 3400 A01 

CRN: 15494   Fall 2015  3 credit hours 

Taught with RLGN 4430 T01 (CRN 16624) and RLGN 7020 T01 (CRN 16957)  

This course may count toward a Minor in Judaic Studies with consent of the program head. 

 

Class location: University College, room 386   

Class times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1 – 2:15 pm  

First class Thursday September 10, last class Tuesday December 8. There is no exam. 

No class on the following dates:  

Tuesday September 15 (Rosh Hashanah) 

Tuesday September 29 (Sukkot) 

Tuesday October 6 (Simḥat Torah) 

Registration-revision period ends (last day for a refund if dropping course) Wed Sept 23 

Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal (no academic penalty) Wednesday November 18 

 

Instructor: Justin Jaron Lewis 

Office: Fletcher Argue Building, room 332 

(Religion Deparment office: Fletcher Argue 328) Office phone: (204) 474-8696 

E-mail: Justin_Lewis@umanitoba.ca or JustinJaron.Lewis@umanitoba.ca (interchangeable) 

Web site: https://justinjaronlewis.wordpress.com/ 

 

Office hours: Wednesdays 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm, or by appointment 

 Exceptions: Office hours Mon Sept 21 instead of Wed Sept 23 (Yom Kippur) 

        Office hours Mon Nov 9 instead of Wed Nov 11 (Remembrance Day) 

Do come see me and talk with me about any course-related matters or for personal or academic 

support. In general you can talk with me before or after class as well. 
 

Course Description 

 

Zionism is a modern political and social movement which has a close but 

ambivalent relationship with the Jewish religious tradition. The course begins with 

a brief review of the Jewish tradition and the history of modern Zionism and the 

State of Israel. We will then consider the relationship between Zionism and 

religion through analysis and lived examples, and look at Zionist, anti-Zionist and 

Zionism-related Jewish religious thinking. On the model of discussions in the 

Talmud of opposing points of view, we will try to understand the plausibility and 

humanity of all perspectives, without necessarily agreeing with any of them. We 

will also relate Zionism to broader personal and political issues going well beyond 

the Middle East. This iteration of the course will focus on Jewish thought, but there 

is the option to research Christian or Muslim perspectives. Students of all views 

and backgrounds are welcome. 

mailto:Justin_Lewis@umanitoba.ca
mailto:JustinJaron.Lewis@umanitoba.ca
https://justinjaronlewis.wordpress.com/
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Learning Outcomes 

 

Students who have successfully completed this course will: 

 be aware of some Jewish beliefs and practices, turning points in Jewish history, and key 

aspects of the history of the State of Israel in its interactions with Jews, Palestinians, and others 

 be aware of the diversity of Jewish thinking about Zionism, including diversity within 

both Zionist and anti-Zionist approaches 

 realize some of the ways in which the dichotomy of “religious” and “secular” is 

imprecise and culturally variable 

 be able to write in an informed and thoughtful way about broader issues involved in the 

discussion of Zionism, such as identity, group loyalty, and sources of authority for moral 

decision-making 

 be able to apply the Talmudic model of working out the reasonableness of any particular 

position to a variety of political or religious ideas 

   

Required Textbooks and Readings 

 

There are two required textbooks, which will be required reading at the very beginning of the 

course. Both are available at the Campus Bookstore. They are brief and affordable. Each is also 

on reserve at the Elizabeth Dafoe library.  

1) Norman Solomon, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1996, 2000,  2014. NB: The revised second edition of 2014 is preferred, but you may also 

use the first (1996 / 2000) edition; that edition is on reserve at the Dafoe library, and is 

also in the library’s electronic resources. 

2) Martin Bunton, The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2013. 

 

The other required readings will be provided by the instructor in electronic form (pdf files sent to 

you by e-mail). It is your responsibility to print these files and bring them to classes. If you do 

not have access to a printer, speak with the instructor. 

 

Important Dates and Topics to be Covered 

 

Bring assigned readings to each class. Class sessions will focus on the readings, addressing 

questions about them, providing further background, and looking at related texts. 

 

 “Week One” (spanning two actual weeks): Texts and Talmudic Reasoning 

Assigned reading: Zionism-week1.pdf = selection from Talmud Ketubot 110b-111a;  

it would be a very good idea to start reading the two textbooks as well. 

 Wednesday September 9: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday September 10: text study 

(Tuesday September 15: no class – Rosh Hashanah) 

 Wednesday September 16: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday September 17: text study (no quiz this week) 
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 Week Two: Background on Judaism 

Assigned reading: Textbook Judaism: A Very Short Introduction (entire book) 

 Monday September 21: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Tuesday September 22: discussion of assigned reading  

 (Wednesday September 23 end of registration / revision period; no office hours) 
Thursday September 24: Quiz on assigned reading 

 

 

 “Week Three” (spanning two actual weeks): Background on Zionism and Israel 

Assigned reading: Textbook The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: A Very Short Introduction 

(entire book) 
Monday September 28 – Personal Essay due (see Assignments) 

(Tuesday September 29: no class – Sukkot) 

Wednesday September 30: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday October 1: discussion of assigned reading 

 (Tuesday October 6: no class – Simhat Torah) 
Wednesday October 7: Office hours 10– 11:30am, 1:30 – 3pm 

Due date for telling me the self-selected due date of your 

major project (see Assignments)  

Thursday October 8: Quiz on assigned reading  

 

 

 Week Four: Lived Religion and Zionism (1) 

Assigned reading: Zionism-week4.pdf = Yehouda Shenhav, “Modernity and the 

Hybridization of Nationalism and Religion: Zionism and the Jews of the Middle 

East as a Heuristic Case,” Theory and Society 36:1 (Feb 2007), pp. 1-30.   
Tuesday October 13: discussion of assigned reading 

 Wednesday October 14: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Thursday October 15: Quiz on assigned reading 

 

 

 Week Five: Lived Religion and Zionism (2) 

Assigned reading and listening: Zionism-week5.pdf = compilation on Naomi Shemer’s song 

Yerushalayim Shel Zahav (Jerusalem of Gold), including:  

Link to listen to the song; Lyrics in Hebrew and English translation; Yael Levine, 

“Jerusalem of Gold: The Career of a Song,”from http://www.jerusalemofgold.co.il/ 

© 1999-2003; Dalia Gavriely-Nuri, “The Social Construction of ‘Jerusalem of Gold’ 

as Israel’s Unofficial National Anthem,” Israel Studies12:2 (Summer 2007), 104-120. 
Tuesday October 20: discussion of assigned reading; reflection 

on Week Four reading due (five of these reflections are 

required, see Assignments) 

 Wednesday October 21: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Thursday October 22: Quiz on assigned reading 
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 Week Six: Thinkers (1) Mystical Religious Zionism: Rav Kuk 

Assigned Reading: Zionism-week6.pdf = Herbert Weiner, “The View from the Root 

Above,” from 9 ½ Mystics: The Kabbala Today (New York: Collier, 1969), 291-326. 
Tuesday October 27: discussion of assigned reading; reflection 

on Week Five reading due 

 Wednesday October 28: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Thursday October 29: Quiz on assigned reading 

  

Week Seven: Thinkers (2) Pragmatic Religious Zionism: Rav Soloveitchik 

Assigned Reading: Zionism-week7.pdf = Joseph B, Soloveitchik, chapters 4 and 5 from Kol 

Dodi Dofek: Listen – My Beloved Knocks, trans. David Z. Gordon, New York: 

Yeshiva University, 2006 (original 1956, 1961), 31-49. 
Tuesday November 3: discussion of assigned reading; reflection 

on Week Six reading due 

 Wednesday November 4: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Thursday November 5: Quiz on assigned reading 

  

Week Eight: Thinkers (3) “Right-Wing” Religious AntiZionism: The Satmar Rebbe 

Assigned Reading: Zionism-week8.pdf = Dovid Meisels, trans. Yirmiyahu Cohen, “A 

Leader in the Storm,” from The Rebbe: The Extraordinary Life & Worldview of 

Rabbeinu Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar Rebbe ע"זי , Lakewood NJ: Israel Book Shop, 

2011, 497-529 

Monday November 9: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Tuesday November 10: discussion of assigned reading: reflection 

on Week Seven reading due 

 (Wednesday November 11: Remembrance Day, no office hours) 
Thursday November 12: Quiz on assigned reading 

 

 Week Nine: Thinkers (4) “Left-Wing” AntiZionism: Judith Butler 

Assigned Reading: Zionism-week9.pdf = Judith Butler, “Impossible, Necessary Task” from 

Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism, New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2012, 28-53 
Tuesday November 17: discussion of assigned reading; reflection 

on Week Eight reading due 

 Wednesday November 18: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Thursday November 19: Quiz on assigned reading 

  

Week Ten: Soul Searching 

Assigned Reading: Zionism-week10.pdf = “Religious Zionism Revisited: A Symposium,” 

Tradition 28:4, 1994, 5-58 
Tuesday November 24: discussion of assigned reading; reflection 

on Week Nine reading due 

 Wednesday November 25: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Thursday November 26: Quiz on assigned reading 
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Week Eleven: Lived Religion and Zionism (3) 

Assigned Reading: Zionism-week11.pdf = Susan Starr Sered. “Introduction” (3-17) and 

“Between Women and God” (49-64) from Women As Ritual Experts: The Religious 

Lives of Elderly Jewish Women in Jerusalem (Oxford U. Press, 1992) 
Tuesday December 1: Discussion of assigned reading; reflection 

on Week Ten reading due 

 Wednesday December 2: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 
Thursday December 3: Quiz on assigned reading 

  

Conclusion 

Tuesday December 8: Last class. End of course. There is no exam. 

 Wednesday December 9: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm  
Thursday December 10 – last possible due date for major 

project; setting an earlier date is highly recommended and 

comes with a bonus mark of 0.5% per week 

 

 

Assignments / Evaluation 

 

Summary of assignments and evaluation: 

 

Attendance / participation: 10%; required to pass 

Personal essay, due Monday September 28: 10% 

Quizzes on the assigned readings: 10 X 1% = 10% 

Reflections on five of the readings 5 X 10% = 50% 

Major project: Persuasive essay, research paper, or creative work: 20% 

 

Attendance and participation: 10%; required to pass 

 

University policy requires full attendance. In this course, full attendance, with active 

participation, is rewarded by 10% of your grade. This would be diminished by 1% for any class 

you miss (or arrive at late or leave early), unless the absence is excused and a make-up 

assignment is submitted.  

If you have missed a class or are going to miss a class (or arrive late or need to leave 

early), be in touch with me by e-mail as soon as possible to let me know why. I have discretion 

to decide whether to excuse your absence based on your reason. If your absence is excused, I 

will assign you a two-page essay on a topic related to the course which will count as the 

equivalent of attendance.  

NB: More than ten unexcused absences would mean an automatic F on the course, 

regardless of your marks on assignments.  

The full 10% attendance / participation mark requires paying attention and contributing 

actively to class discussions. I reserve the right to diminish your grade for poor participation. I 

would not do this, however, without a prior warning and discussion with you. 
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Personal Essay: 10% 

 

This is your first written assignment. Due date: Monday September 28. You are welcome 

to write and submit earlier. 

Zionism involves broad issues which are relevant in many other contexts. Write a 

personal essay (recommended length 4-5 pages) reflecting on several of the following issues in 

your own life: Your identity; your group loyalties; your sources of authority and moral decision-

making; the impact of the past on your life, or the life of a group you belong to; your fears and 

hopes. Do not relate these topics to Zionism in this essay; you will be doing so later in your 

reflections on the weekly readings. 

More information on expectations and grading for this and other assignments will be 

provided early in the course. 

 

Quizzes on the assigned readings: 10 X 1% = 10% 
 

Dates: in class on these Thursdays: September 24, October 8, October 15, October 22, October 

29, November 5, November 12, November 19, November 26, December 3 

There will be ten quizzes about the assigned readings. Each quiz will have an odd number 

of questions relating to the content of the reading. Quizzes are pass/fail; getting a majority of the 

questions right (in the opinion of the instructor) passes the quiz and gets you 1%, while getting 

fewer questions right means a zero on the quiz. 

If you miss a quiz, discuss your absence with the instructor at the earliest opportunity. If 

your absence is excused, you may make up for the quiz by writing a two-page summary of the 

assigned reading, in your own words, normally to be submitted before the next class. If it is at a 

B level or better in the instructor’s estimation, you will get your point for the quiz. 

 

Reflections on five of the readings 5 X 10% = 50% 

 

Due dates – you choose which five readings to write about: 

Tuesday October 20 – reflection on Week Four reading  

Tuesday October 27  – reflection on Week Five reading  

Tuesday November 3  – reflection on Week Six reading 

Tuesday November 10 – reflection on Week Seven reading  

Tuesday November 17 – reflection on Week Eight reading  

Tuesday November 24 – reflection on Week Nine reading 

Tuesday December 1 – reflection on Week Ten reading 

 

Each reflection should be a 4-5 page essay in proper essay form (with an introduction and 

conclusion). In each essay, address one or both of the two following questions: 

1) How does this reading relate to (one or more of) the issues you discussed in your 

personal essay? 

2) How does the point of view expressed or discussed in this reading make sense? In 

other words, were I to say to you that these views are obviously wrong, or incoherent 

and nonsensical, how would you explain and justify them? This does not mean you 
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have to agree with the views in question yourself, only explain how a reasonable 

person might agree with them. 

 

Each essay should show me that you have read and thought about the assigned reading, 

and that you are developing your skills in understanding and relating to different points of view. 

Cumulatively, your work on these essays will increase your qualifications to be a diplomat, or at 

least a consultant, in the next round of negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians or between 

different Jewish factions. 

If you choose to write more than five of these essays, your best five marks will count 

toward your grade.  

 

Major Project: Persuasive Essay, Research Paper, or Creative Work: 20% 

 

Due date: You set your own due date, based on your own assessment of your schedule and 

responsibilities this semester. While December 10 is the last possible submission date, 

there is a 0.5% per week bonus for earlier submission dates. You have to let me know 

your chosen due date by Wednesday October 10 – preferably, speaking with me in person 

about it during office hours, though you may let me know by e-mail. If you do not let me 

know your deadline by October 10, I will assume you have chosen December 10 and you 

will have missed the opportunity for bonus marks.  

 

You have the choice of writing a persuasive essay, doing a research paper, or producing a 

creative work. NB: Your work will be shared with the rest of the class – presented by you to the 

class if time permits, or e-mailed to classmates after the course ends. 

 

Persuasive Essay: 

Is Zionism, as a whole, a secular or religious movement? Some would argue that it is basically a 

religious movement, in spite of its apparent secularism; others, that it is certainly a secular 

movement, in spite of a religious veneer. Write an essay in two parts, making as convincing a 

case as you can for both viewpoints. You are not expected to do additional research for this 

essay, but you are expected to draw on the assigned readings and our class discussions, as well as 

clear thinking and persuasive rhetoric. 

 

Research paper: 

Investigate a topic of your choice related to Christian and/or Muslim religious thinking about 

Zionism, the State of Israel, or the Palestinian situation, supplementing our course’s focus on 

Judaism. Keep in mind the general approach taken in this course, and present your findings in an 

understanding and non-judgmental way. 

 

Creative project: 

This is an opportunity to respond to issues and emotions raised in the course in a less 

conventionally academic way. Writing a short story is recommended; other art forms are also 

possible. In order to make sure that you are putting the same time and thought into this project as 

you would with a research paper, you will be expected to meet with me several times along the 

way to discuss the project, and show me drafts of your work in progress.  
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Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 

 

I have experienced too much cheating and plagiarism in my years teaching here, and will no 

longer tolerate it. Cheating or plagiarism on any quiz or assignment will mean a zero on that 

assignment or a 10% reduction in final grade, whichever is the greater penalty, and will be 

reported to University authorities. See below on Academic Integrity.  

 

Policy on Late Submissions 

 

The general rule is that work will not be accepted after its due date. This includes the weekly 

reflections and your major project (with your self-selected deadline). In emergencies, e-mail me 

with an explanation and reasonable extension request. 

 

Departmental Grading Scale 
 

Although marks are worked out in percentages, what will appear on your transcript is a letter 

grade. Here is a chart of how percentages translate into letter grades (as established by the 

Department of Religion) and GPA (grade point averages):  

Percentage Description 

(from University 

calendar) 

Letter Grade GPA 

0-49% Failure F 0 

50-55% Marginal D 1 

56-64% Adequate C 2 

65-70% Satisfactory C+ 2.5 

71-79% Good B 3 

80-85% Very good B+ 3.5 

86-94% Excellent A 4 

95-100% Exceptional A+ 4.5 

Please be aware that A+ is a very rare grade in the Faculty of Arts, reserved for truly 

exceptional work. This applies to individual assignments as well as the course as a whole. 

 

Guidelines for Written Work 

 

All written assignments are to be submitted as e-mail attachments to 

Justin_Lewis@umanitoba.ca. Always include the course number and your name in the subject 

line. The acceptable file formats are .odt, .doc, and .docx. Do not submit hard copy. 

Use standard margins; Times New Roman 12-point font; double-spacing. Note: for some 

reason Microsoft Word has changed its default font from Times New Roman to Calibri. Please 

set your default font to Times New Roman.  

Use inclusive and sensitive language; for example, do not write “man” if you mean 

“human beings.” I accept the use of “they” as a singular, gender-non-specific pronoun. 

The referencing guide is the Chicago Manual of Style, see 

www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html, but you don’t have to include formal 

references to the assigned readings, only to other sources you might quote. I am not fussy about 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
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the specifics of Chicago style since detailed expectations vary from one journal or publisher to 

another. 

 There is no policy on unclaimed written work because I won’t have hard copies of your 

written work. If you hand in a picture or other object as your creative project, let me know if you 

want it back and we will make arrangements as soon as possible. 

 

Accommodation for Student Needs 

 

 I will do my best to accommodate any student needs relating to health, religious holidays, 

personal challenges, etc. Please inform me as early in the course as possible.   

 

The rest of this syllabus applies to all Faculty of Arts courses 

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Don’t cheat, don’t pretend to be someone else or do someone else’s work, and don’t plagiarize 

(use someone else’s words or ideas without credit) even by accident.  

Academic integrity is a positive choice, rooted in the core values of students and teachers in a 

university. These values can be summed up with the well-known key words of the Seven Teachings of 

the Anishinaabe people, whose territory we share: 

  

Love 

Our academic community is founded on honouring and supporting one another in a loving way. 

 

  Respect  

Recognizing our interdependence, we respect each other and our range of opinions and ideas. 

 

Courage 

We ask of ourselves and others the courage to work hard, and not take easy ways out. 

 

Honesty  
We expect and commit ourselves to honesty in learning, teaching, research, and service. 

 

Wisdom 

We cherish learning and knowledge, as pathways to wisdom. 

 

Humility 

We give credit where it is due and do not pretend to know more than we actually do. 

 

Truth 
We strive to act with clarity, trust, and fairness as we find our way toward truth. 

 

In this context, students should acquaint themselves with the University's policy on plagiarism, 

cheating, exam personation, and duplicate submission by reading documentation provided at the 
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Arts Student Resources web site at 

www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/student/student_responsibilities.html 

Ignorance of the regulations and policies regarding academic integrity is not a valid 

excuse for violating them. 

The common penalty in Arts for plagiarism on a written assignment is a grade of F on the 

paper and a final grade of F (DISC) (for disciplinary action) for the course. For the most serious 

acts of plagiarism, such as purchase of an essay and repeat violations, this penalty can also 

include suspension for a period of up to five (5) years from registration in courses taught in a 

particular department/ program in Arts or from all courses taught in this Faculty. The Faculty 

also reserves the right to submit student work that is suspected of being plagiarized to Internet 

sites designed to detect plagiarism or to other experts for authentication. 

The common penalty in Arts for academic dishonesty on a test or examination is F for the 

test, F (DISC) for the course, and a one-year suspension from courses acceptable for credit in the 

Faculty. For more serious acts of academic dishonesty on a test or examination, such as repeat 

violations, this penalty can also include suspension for a period of up to five years from 

registration in courses taught in a particular department or program in Arts or from all courses 

taught in or accepted for credit by this Faculty. 

The Student Advocacy Office, 519 University Centre, 474-7423, is a resource available 

to students dealing with Academic Integrity matters. 

 

Student Resources  

 

University work can add to life’s stresses. I am a resource for personal support, as are your 

other teachers. “Peers: Students Helping Students” is a volunteer support and referral resource for 

academic or personal concerns, see http://umanitoba.ca/student/peers/.  

If you are facing a crisis or ongoing high stress, further help is available through the 

Counselling Centre, http://umanitoba.ca/student/counselling/index.html. There are also chaplains, 

Elders and other spiritual and cultural support people available on campus. For information contact 

Student Life, http://umanitoba.ca/student/studentlife/contact.html.  

Student Accessibility Services can help students with physical and/or mental/emotional special 

needs or disabilities to receive appropriate accommodation in course work: 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/saa/accessibility/. 

The Academic Learning Centre is located in 201Tier Building. Advisors provide a wide range 

of services focused on improvement of academic learning skills. In addition to individual 

consultations, the Centre offers workshops on test-taking, note-taking, essay and term paper writing, 

and listening skills.  

Writing Tutors operate from both the Elizabeth Dafoe Library and the Learning Assistance 

Centre and can be accessed either by appointment or on a drop-in basis. Check scheduled hours of 

availability on-line through the Learning Assistance Centre site, http://umanitoba.ca/student/u1/lac/ or 

the Elizabeth Dafoe Library site, http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/dafoe/.  

The Virtual Learning Commons is a unique learning and social networking site at the 

University of Manitoba. Students can access Writing Tutors and a variety of Learning Assistance 

Centre resources on-line at www.umanitoba.ca/virtuallearningcommons. There are several links to 

excellent, brief on-line tutorials on integrity in academic work (e.g., what is plagiarism? How do you 

paraphrase? What are appropriate citation formats?) and a useful Assignment Manager wherein 

http://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/student/student_responsibilities.html
http://umanitoba.ca/student/peers/
http://umanitoba.ca/student/counselling/index.html
http://umanitoba.ca/student/studentlife/contact.html
http://umanitoba.ca/student/saa/accessibility/
http://umanitoba.ca/student/u1/lac/
http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/dafoe/
http://www.umanitoba.ca/virtuallearningcommons
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entering the due date for a term paper automatically creates a timetable for completion of each step in 

its preparation and execution.  

Students based at, or taking courses at, the University of Winnipeg have access to support 

there, including the Accessibility Resource Centre, http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility-services/. 

 

A Final Word 

 

Please let me know if you have any concerns or questions about this course outline. 

Good luck, and enjoy the course! I hope this will not be the last time we learn together. 

 

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility-services/

