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Department of Religion, Faculty of Arts, University of Manitoba 

 

Storytelling and Religion  RLGN 2072 A01 

CRN: 15489  Fall 2015  3 credit hours 

 

Tentative Course Outline as of August 12, 2015. A final course outline with required 

readings and details of assignments will be distributed at the beginning of the course. 

 

Class location: University College, room 235   

Class times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 – 11:15 am  

First class Thursday September 10, last class Tuesday December 8. No exam. 

No class on the following dates:  

Tuesday September 15 (Rosh Hashanah) 

Tuesday September 29 (Sukkot) 

Tuesday October 6 (Simhat Torah) 

Registration-revision period ends (last day for a refund if dropping course) Wed Sept 23 

Last day for Voluntary Withdrawal (no academic penalty) Wednesday November 18 

 

Instructor: Justin Jaron Lewis 

Office: Fletcher Argue Building, room 332 

(Religion Department office: Fletcher Argue 328)  

Office phone: (204) 474-8696 

E-mail: Justin_Lewis@umanitoba.ca or JustinJaron.Lewis@umanitoba.ca (interchangeable) 

Web site: https://justinjaronlewis.wordpress.com/ 

 

Office hours: Wednesdays 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm, or by appointment 

 Exception: Office hours Mon Sept 21 instead of Wed Sept 23 (Yom Kippur) 

Do come see me and talk with me about any course-related matters or for personal or academic 

support. In general you can talk with me before or after class as well, but this does not count as 

“during office hours” when that is mentioned in the course outline. 
 

Course Description 

 

Storytelling is a way of making sense of, and transforming, the world: so is 

religion. This course explores story, imagination, and performance in the context 

of religion and spirituality. We will be reading about stories and their power, 

taking the culture of the Anishinaabe people as an example from which to think 

about storytelling more broadly. The instructor will tell many stories from various 

sources, and there may be guest storytellers as well. Storytelling by students is a 

major part of this course. In class discussions and the essay assignment, we will 

cultivate storytelling as a way of thinking and a way of knowing.  
 

mailto:Justin_Lewis@umanitoba.ca
mailto:JustinJaron.Lewis@umanitoba.ca
https://justinjaronlewis.wordpress.com/
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Learning Outcomes 

 

Students who have successfully completed this course will: 

 Be comfortable with, and appreciative of, telling stories and listening to stories  

 Be able to think and write about religion and reality from the perspective of stories 

 Have some familiarity with the culture and contemporary situation of the Anishinaabe 

(Ojibway) people and the role of storytelling in this culture 

 

Required Textbooks and Readings 

 

The required textbook is Centering Anishinaabeg Studies: Understanding the World 

Through Stories, Jill Doerfler, Heidi Kiiwetinepinesiik Stark, and Niigaanwewidam James 

Sinclair (editors), University of Manitoba Press and Michigan State University Press, 2013. It is 

available in the Campus Bookstore, and is also on reserve at the Elizabeth Dafoe library and can 

be accessed on line through the Library catalogue. Most of the required readings will be from 

this book, which gives us a variety of perspectives on stories and storytelling in a particular 

culture with distinct spiritual / religious traditions. From looking closely at one culture we may 

better be able to understand storytelling in and across other cultures. 

Any other required readings will be provided by the instructor in electronic form (pdf 

files sent to you by e-mail). It is your responsibility to print these files and bring them to classes. 

If you do not have access to a printer, speak with the instructor. 

 

 

Important Dates and Tentative Assigned Readings 

 

NB: assigned readings listed here are tentative, based on last time the course was offered. A 

finalized listing will appear in the updated course outline to be provided at the first class.  

 

 “Week One” (spanning two actual weeks – no assigned reading) 

 Wednesday September 9: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday September 10: class  

(Tuesday September 15: no class – Rosh Hashanah) 

 Wednesday September 16: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday September 17: class 

  

 Week Two  

Assigned reading: Kirin Narayan, “Introduction” and “The Listeners,” pages 1-12 and 88-110, 

from Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching 

(University of Pennsylvania Press, 1989). Putting things in cross-cultural perspective, this 

selection introduces a Hindu holy man / storyteller, and his listeners’ reflections on his stories. 

 Monday September 21: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Tuesday September 22: class 

 (Wednesday September 23 end of registration / revision period; no office hours) 

Thursday September 24: class, with quiz on assigned reading 
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 “Week Three” (spanning two actual weeks) 

Assigned reading from textbook: Melissa K. Nelson, “The Hydromythology of the 

Anishinaabeg: Will Mishipizhu Survive Climate Change, or Is He Creating It?” 213-233, AND 

Eva Marie Garroutte and Kathleen Delores Westcott, “The Story is a Living Being: 

Companionship with Stories in Anishinaabeg Studies,” 61-79. Both of these readings invite us 

into the imaginative world of Anishinaabe tradition, where mythological beings, and the myths 

or sacred stories themselves, are real, living beings.  

 

(Tuesday September 29: no class – Sukkot) 

Wednesday September 30: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm; 

 Deadline for choice of your first story to tell 

Thursday October 1: class  

(Tuesday October 6: no class – Simhat Torah) 

Wednesday October 7: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm; 

 Deadline to answer instructor’s questions about your first story 

Thursday October 8: class, with quiz on assigned reading 

 

 Week Four (tell your first story – no assigned reading) 

Tuesday October 13: student storytelling (continuing Thursday) 

 Wednesday October 14: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday October 15: student storytelling (may continue on Tuesday) 

 

 Week Five 

Assigned reading from textbook: Margaret Noori, “Beshaabiiag  G’gikenmaaigowag: Comets 

of Knowledge,” 35-57, AND Brock Pitawanakwat, “Anishinaabeg Studies: Creative, Critical, 

Ethical, and Reflexive,” 363-377. Noori focuses on the specificity of a culture’s stories, rooted in 

language; Pitawanakwat, possibly unintentionally, draws attention to the cross-cultural 

journeying of stories (we will discuss this in class). 

Tuesday October 20: class  

Wednesday October 21: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm; 

 Deadline for choice of your second story 

Thursday October 22: class, with quiz on assigned reading 

 

 Week Six 

Assigned reading from textbook: Cary Miller, “Power in the Anishinaabeg World,” pages 21-

63 of her book Ogimaag: Anishinaabeg Leadership, 1760-1845 (Lincoln: University of 

Nebraska Press, 2010). An overview, by one of the authors of our textbook, of many important 

aspects of Anishinaabe tradition. Note the mentions of “oral tradition,” i.e. stories, and many 

details of the overall Anishinaabe world-view or way of imagining reality. The focus is on the 

Anishinaabeg of what are now Michigan and Wisconsin in the United States, but most of what is 

here applies to the Anishinaabeg of our region as well. 

Tuesday October 27: class  

 Wednesday October 28: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm; 

  Deadline to answer instructor’s questions about your second story 

Thursday October 29: class, with quiz on assigned reading  
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 Week Seven (tell your second story – no assigned reading) 

Tuesday November 3: student storytelling 

 Wednesday November 4: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday November 5: student storytelling (may continue on Tuesday) 

 

 Week Eight 

Assigned reading from textbook: Cary Miller, “Every Dream is a Prophecy,” 119-132 AND 

Julie Pelletier, “And the Easter Bunny Dies,” 149-170. Miller provides further background on the 

religion or spirituality of the Anishinaabeg; Pelletier highlights humour in the contemporary 

spiritual/cultural/political situation of (some) Anishinaabeg. 

Monday November 9: Earliest submission date for essay on storytelling and religion 

Tuesday November 10: class 

 Wednesday November 11: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm; 

  Deadline for choice of your third story 

Thursday November 12: class, with quiz on assigned reading  

 

 Week Nine 

Assigned reading from textbook: Leanne Betasamosake Simpson with Edna Manitowabi, 

“Theorizing Resistance from Within Anishinaabe Thought,” 279-293, AND Kimberly Blaeser, 

“Wild Rice Rights: Gerald Vizenor and an Affiliation of Story,” 237-257. Both chapters relate 

storytelling to politics and literary/political theory. 

Tuesday November 17: class 

 Wednesday November 18: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm; 

  Deadline to answer instructor’s questions about your third story 

Thursday November 19: class, with quiz on assigned reading 

  

Week Ten (tell your third story – no assigned reading) 

Tuesday November 24: student storytelling 

 Wednesday November 25: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday November 26: student storytelling (may continue on Tuesday) 

  

Week Eleven 

Assigned reading from textbook: Basil H. Johnston (1991) “Is That All There Is? Tribal 

Literature,” 3-12, AND Nigaanwewidam James Sinclair, “K’zaugin: Storying Ourselves into 

Life,” 81-102. Sinclair’s chapter is a response to and commentary on Johnston’s essay, which is 

the “keynote address” of our textbook. 

 Monday November 30: Final due date for essay on storytelling and religion (25%) 

Tuesday December 1: class 

 Wednesday December 2: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm 

Thursday December 3: class, with quiz on assigned reading 

  

Conclusion (no assigned reading) 

Tuesday December 8: Last class. End of course. There is no exam. 

 Wednesday December 9: Office hours 10am – 11:30am and 1:30pm – 3pm  
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Evaluation / Assignments 

 

Summary of assignments and evaluation: 

Attendance / participation: 10%; required to pass 

Quizzes on the assigned readings: 7 X 2% + 1% bonus mark = 15% 

Reflective essay on storytelling and religion: 25% 

Storytelling to the class (3 stories, details below): total 50% 

 

Further information about expectations and grading will be provided during the course. 

  

 

Attendance and participation: 10%; required to pass 

 

University policy requires full attendance. In this course, full attendance, with active 

participation, is rewarded by 10% of your grade. This would be diminished by 1% for any class 

you miss (or arrive at late or leave early), unless the absence is excused and a make-up 

assignment is submitted.  

If you have missed a class or are going to miss a class (or arrive late or need to leave 

early), be in touch with me by e-mail as soon as possible to let me know why. I have discretion 

to decide whether to excuse your absence based on your reason. If your absence is excused, I 

will assign you a two-page essay on a topic related to the course which will count as the 

equivalent of attendance.  

NB: More than ten unexcused absences would mean an automatic F on the course, 

regardless of your marks on assignments.  

The full 10% attendance / participation mark requires paying attention, listening 

respectfully, and contributing actively to class discussions. I reserve the right to diminish your 

grade for poor participation. I would not do this, however, without a prior warning and 

discussion with you. 

 

 

Quizzes on the assigned readings: 7 X 2% + 1 bonus point = 15% 
 

It is very important to do the assigned readings on time, so that class discussions of them 

will make sense. There will be seven quizzes to reward you for doing the assigned readings; 

dates are listed above. Each quiz will have an odd number of questions relating to the content of 

the reading. Quizzes are pass/fail; getting a majority of the questions right (in the opinion of the 

instructor) passes the quiz and gets you 2%, while getting fewer questions right means a zero. 

(There is no way to get 1 rather than 2 on a quiz. Just as there is no longer a one-cent coin in 

Canadian currency, there is no 1-point option on these quizzes.) Anyone who passes all seven 

quizzes gets an additional bonus point of 1, bringing the total to 15%. 

If you miss a quiz, discuss your absence with the instructor at the earliest opportunity. If 

your absence is excused, you may make up for the quiz by writing a two-page summary of the 

assigned reading, in your own words, normally to be submitted before the next class. If it is at a 

B level or better in the instructor’s estimation, you will get your points for the quiz. 
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Reflective Essay on Storytelling and Religion 25% 

 

Write an essay (recommended length six pages) sharing your thoughts and stories about 

storytelling and religion. I will want to see from the essay that you have been thinking about the 

assigned readings and listening to the stories told in class and to class discussions. Expectations 

for this essay will be discussed further in class. You are highly encouraged to work on this 

through the semester and send me drafts of your work for my comments. This will greatly 

improve your prospects of getting a good mark. 

 

Due date: Monday November 30 

There is a 1% bonus for submitting by November 23; 2% by November 16; 3% for submitting on 

November 9, but no earlier submissions will be accepted. 

 

Three stories told to the class, total 50% 

 

Three times during the semester, each student will tell a story, related in some way to religion or 

spirituality, to the class. Stories you have learned orally are preferred if you know some; we will 

discuss other possible sources for stories in class. We will talk about expectations for this 

storytelling, and the questions I will ask about each story, early in the course. You will be 

expected to invest serious time in choosing and preparing each story you tell. 

 

There are three stages of preparation and storytelling that will each be graded: 

 

I. Choosing your story: 3% 

Tell me during office hours, or by e-mail, a brief description of the story you plan to tell. 

If you do so by the assigned deadline you get 3 points toward your final grade (this is an all-or-

nothing mark). 

 

II. Answering my questions about your story: 5% (Story 1 and Story 2), 7% (Story 3) 

By the dates specified in this course outline I will present the questions that I want answered 

about each story. These questions will be about where the story is from, your understanding of it, 

your feelings about it, how you are preparing to tell it, etc. If you answer these questions by the 

assigned deadline, either in person by speaking to me during office hours or by e-mail, I will 

mark your answers based on their clarity and thoughtfulness. 

 

III. Telling your story to the class: 7% (Story 1 and Story 2, each limited to five minutes), 

10% (Story 3, five to ten minutes) 

You have to be prepared to tell your story by the date stated in the course outline. Since there 

will not be time in any one class for everyone to tell their stories, you also have to be prepared 

for the possibility of a delay from Tuesday’s class till Thursday or even the following week. This 

will be straightforward oral storytelling – no audio-visual aids. Criteria for marking your 

storytelling will be discussed early in the course. I am not expecting professional performances; 

tell your story clearly and coherently. Story 3 counts for more marks because by that point in the 

course you will be more practiced and comfortable. 
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Deadlines: 

 

First Story (about 5 minutes long)  

Wednesday September 30: deadline to let me know what story you want to tell – either come and 

talk to me about it in person during office hours, or send me an e-mail with a title or brief 

description of the story.  

Wednesday October 7: deadline to either answer my questions about your story in person, or 

send me an e-mail with your answers 

Tuesday October 13: deadline to have your story ready to tell; in-class storytelling begins, and 

continues this Thursday 

 

Second Story (about 5 minutes long) 

Wednesday October 21: deadline to let me know what story you want to tell 

Wednesday October 28: deadline to answer my questions about your story 

Tuesday November 3: deadline to have your story ready to tell; in-class storytelling begins and 

continues Thursday 

 

Third Story (5 – 10 minutes) 

Wednesday November 11: deadline to let me know what story you want to tell  

Wednesday November 18: deadline to answer my questions about your story  

Tuesday November 24: deadline to have your story ready to tell; in-class storytelling begins and 

continues Thursday and possibly next week 

 

 

Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 

 

I have experienced too much cheating and plagiarism in my years teaching here, and will no 

longer tolerate it. Cheating or plagiarism on any quiz or assignment will mean a zero on that 

assignment or a 10% reduction in final grade, whichever is the greater penalty, and will be 

reported to University authorities. See below on Academic Integrity.  

 

Policy on Late Submissions 

 

The general rule is that work (written or oral) will not be accepted after its due date. In 

emergencies, speak to me during office hours or e-mail me with an explanation and reasonable 

extension request. 

 

Guidelines for Written Work 

 

All written work is to be submitted as e-mail attachments to Justin_Lewis@umanitoba.ca. 

Always include the course number and your name in the subject line, or the e-mail will be 

ignored.  

The acceptable file formats are .odt, .doc, and .docx. Do not submit hard copy. 
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Use standard margins; Times New Roman 12-point font; double-spacing. Note: for some 

reason Microsoft Word has changed its default font from Times New Roman to Calibri. Please 

set your default font to Times New Roman.  

Use inclusive and sensitive language; for example, do not write “man” if you mean 

“human beings.” I accept the use of “they” as a singular, gender-non-specific pronoun. 

The referencing guide is the Chicago Manual of Style, see 

www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html, but you don’t have to include formal 

references to the assigned readings, only to other sources you might quote. I am not fussy about 

the specifics of Chicago style, since detailed expectations vary from one journal or publisher to 

another in any case.  

 

Departmental Grading Scale 
 

Although marks are worked out in percentages, what will appear on your transcript is a letter 

grade. Here is a chart of how percentages translate into letter grades (as established by the 

Department of Religion) and GPA (grade point averages):  

Percentage Description 

(from University 

calendar) 

Letter Grade GPA 

0-49% Failure F 0 

50-55% Marginal D 1 

56-64% Adequate C 2 

65-70% Satisfactory C+ 2.5 

71-79% Good B 3 

80-85% Very good B+ 3.5 

86-94% Excellent A 4 

95-100% Exceptional A+ 4.5 

Please be aware that A+ is a very rare grade in the Faculty of Arts, reserved for truly 

exceptional work. This applies to individual assignments as well as the course as a whole. 

 

 

Accommodation for Student Needs 

 

 I will do my best to accommodate any student needs relating to health, religious holidays, 

personal challenges, etc. Please inform me as early in the course as possible.   

 

 

 

The rest of this syllabus applies to all Faculty of Arts courses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
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Academic Integrity 

 

Don’t cheat, don’t pretend to be someone else or do someone else’s work, and don’t plagiarize 

(use someone else’s words or ideas without credit) even by accident.  

Academic integrity is a positive choice, rooted in the core values of students and teachers in a 

university. These values can be summed up with the well-known key words of the Seven 

Teachings of the Anishinaabe people: 

 

Love 

Our academic community is founded on honouring and supporting one another in a loving way. 

 

  Respect  

Recognizing our interdependence, we respect each other and our range of opinions and ideas. 

 

Courage 

We ask of ourselves and others the courage to work hard, and not take easy ways out. 

 

Honesty  
We expect and commit ourselves to honesty in learning, teaching, research, and service. 

 

Wisdom 

We cherish learning and knowledge, as pathways to wisdom. 

 

Humility 

We give credit where it is due and do not pretend to know more than we actually do. 

 

Truth 
We strive to act with clarity, trust, and fairness as we find our way toward truth. 

 

In this context, students should acquaint themselves with the University's policy on 

plagiarism, cheating, exam personation, and duplicate submission by reading documentation 

provided at the Arts Student Resources web site at 

www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/student/student_responsibilities.html 

Ignorance of the regulations and policies regarding academic integrity is not a valid 

excuse for violating them. 

The common penalty in Arts for plagiarism on a written assignment is a grade of F on the 

paper and a final grade of F (DISC) (for disciplinary action) for the course. For the most serious 

acts of plagiarism, such as purchase of an essay and repeat violations, this penalty can also 

include suspension for a period of up to five (5) years from registration in courses taught in a 

particular department/ program in Arts or from all courses taught in this Faculty. The Faculty 

also reserves the right to submit student work that is suspected of being plagiarized to Internet 

sites designed to detect plagiarism or to other experts for authentication. 

The common penalty in Arts for academic dishonesty on a test or examination is F for the 

test, F (DISC) for the course, and a one-year suspension from courses acceptable for credit in the 

Faculty. For more serious acts of academic dishonesty on a test or examination, such as repeat 

http://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/student/student_responsibilities.html


10 

 

violations, this penalty can also include suspension for a period of up to five years from 

registration in courses taught in a particular department or program in Arts or from all courses 

taught in or accepted for credit by this Faculty. 

The Student Advocacy Office, 519 University Centre, 474-7423, is a resource available 

to students dealing with Academic Integrity matters. 

 

 

Student Resources  

 

University work can add to life’s stresses. I am a resource for personal support, as are 

your other teachers. “Peers: Students Helping Students” is a volunteer support and referral 

resource for academic or personal concerns, see http://umanitoba.ca/student/peers/.  

If you are facing a crisis or ongoing high stress, further help is available through the 

Counselling Centre, http://umanitoba.ca/student/counselling/index.html. There are also 

chaplains, Elders and other spiritual and cultural support people available on campus. For 

information contact Student Life, http://umanitoba.ca/student/studentlife/contact.html.  

Student Accessibility Services can help students with physical and/or mental/emotional 

special needs or disabilities to receive appropriate accommodation in course work: 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/saa/accessibility/. 

The Academic Learning Centre is located in 201Tier Building. Advisors provide a wide 

range of services focused on improvement of academic learning skills. In addition to individual 

consultations, the Centre offers workshops on test-taking, note-taking, essay and term paper 

writing, and listening skills.  

Writing Tutors operate from both the Elizabeth Dafoe Library and the Learning 

Assistance Centre and can be accessed either by appointment or on a drop-in basis. Check 

scheduled hours of availability on-line through the Learning Assistance Centre site, 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/u1/lac/ or the Elizabeth Dafoe Library site, 

http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/dafoe/.  

The Virtual Learning Commons is a learning and social networking site at the University 

of Manitoba. Students can access Writing Tutors and a variety of Learning Assistance Centre 

resources on-line at www.umanitoba.ca/virtuallearningcommons. There are several links to 

excellent, brief on-line tutorials on integrity in academic work (e.g., what is plagiarism? How do 

you paraphrase? What are appropriate citation formats?) and a useful Assignment Manager 

wherein entering the due date for a term paper automatically creates a timetable for completion 

of each step in its preparation and execution.  

 

A Final Word 

 

Please let me know if you have any concerns or questions about this course outline. 

Good luck, and enjoy the course! I hope this will not be the last time we learn together. 

 

 

http://umanitoba.ca/student/peers/
http://umanitoba.ca/student/counselling/index.html
http://umanitoba.ca/student/studentlife/contact.html
http://umanitoba.ca/student/saa/accessibility/
http://umanitoba.ca/student/u1/lac/
http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/dafoe/
http://www.umanitoba.ca/virtuallearningcommons

